Hilliard Memorial Post 4931

Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States

Commander’s Call

Commander Carl Price

We're half-way through Program Year 2005-06. We are at
100% of activities performed. We've attained 111.03% of
membership. Is this a time to start remembering the past
when the Post was less than 100 people? Or is it time to
begin to go into the future and expand on the Post, on the
activities that we are performing and becoming a VFW Post
instead of a private bar where a bunch of old-timers get
drunk?

We've adopted five group homes, work with homeless
veterans’, work on community activities, Americanism
projects, hospital visits. (We also need to get together and
visit the out-patient clinic and do visits to Chillicothe or to
the Dayton VAMC.) We're doing a lot of claims work,
addressing legislative issues, and becoming a leader in
veterans’ rights in the community. Look at the traveling
picture board. See the Christmas luncheon with the
VAOPC personnel and the Group home residents.

When | transferred into the Hilliard Post in 1989 and the
Post had less than 70 members. | remember that we went
over a hundred members about 10 years later. When |
became Commander the membership stood at 114
members less than 25% were life members. The
MEMSTATS shows that we have 161 members with 131
life members, and 14 new and/or reinstated members. We
have to encourage the 30 annual members to become life
members. We are a life member Post by resolution. So
let's get out there and see what is going on. Bring in a new
member. If the eligible potential member is on active duty,
then the Post will sponsor them at no cost for their first
year.

The up-coming year is the start of something new and
hopefully exciting. It will require the Post to become more
active in the community and to interact with Hilliard more
than it ever has in the past. We are trying to raise
$50,000.00 to expand the Post Home. That money cannot
come from within the Post. There are only so many
members and it will be impossible to do this. We've asked
for a “Steering Committee” to be formed with the
Commander, Presidents of the Auxiliaries, and the
Treasurer/Quartermasters of the Post and Auxiliary as the
Titular Chairs. But, because of all of the other committees
and functions the real work will be done by a few dedicated
volunteers to the Committee. If you are out there and are
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looking for a way to help the Post and have experience in
fund-raising, advertising, writing, please volunteer to
become a member of the Steering Committee. The Post
can raise $50,000.00 over a period of time if the members
put their minds to it. There have been a number of
occasions when we have raised in excess of $5,000.00 for
various causes. We raise approximately $1,000.00 per
month for our charitable funds through the monthly steak
fries. But, these funds are required to do the charitable
work that we have to do to maintain our 501(c) 19 status.

| have been approached by a number of members and
asked to run for Commander again because of the work in
progress and changes that need to be completed to ensure
the canteen can operate in an efficient manner without
constant oversight. There are also a lot of members who
want me to jump off of a bridge because there have been
times when I've had to be the Commander and say no to
things because what was asked was against the
Constitution and By-Laws or because it would have
encroached on what the membership had already decided.
I am thinking about running one more time. The
membership will need to decide if we continue toward the
future or if we revert to a Post losing $2,000.00 per month.

Post Service Officer — Carl Price

| talked a little at the last meeting about the Transportation
Security Agency discouraging veterans from filing for Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder because the TSA was going to
be asking the VA for a list of “Mentally deficient” veterans.
That would mean those veterans who have been
diagnosed with a disability code in the 9400 series; i.e.
PTSD.

The government already is saying that close to 50% of the
veterans returning from combat in Afghanistan and Iraq are
suffering from PTSD. The potential cost will be enormous
to the VA. s this a way to discourage veterans from filing
for disability compensation for an injury/iliness/ disease
incurred on active duty? The Washington Post had an
article on December 27, 2005 on the Political Debate on
PTSD. | have saved a copy of the article and will make you
a copy if you want it.

The VA will be sending out a number of letters later this
year about veterans who have received a disability rating
from the Cleveland VA Regional Office. This letter is being
generated because six States have consistently rated
veterans lower than the other 45 (yes 45) rating offices.
You may wish to request that the VA look at your claim
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again based on this letter. But, be careful of the 10 year
and 20 year rules. Contact me and I'll let you know what |
know about these rules.

"The fiscal year 2006 budget request recently released by
the president follows a script that military veterans have
seen before from administration budget hawks: meager
increases, new user fees and an attempt to help offset the
nation's budget deficit by shortchanging disabled veterans.”

The administration proposes a VA health care budget of
$28.1 billion for fiscal 2006, an insufficient increase given
the influx into the system of new veterans who served in
the War on Terrorism in both Irag and Afghanistan.

A comprehensive budget policy document co-authored by
AMVETS, Disabled American Veterans, Paralyzed
Veterans of America and the Veterans of Foreign Wars --
recommended $31.2 billion in funding for veterans' health
care during 2006. This increase does not include onerous
enrollment fees or increased co-payments for prescriptions
put forward by the administration.

Get out there and recruit new members. Let’s get the
Post up to 200 members before next year.

Senior Vice Cdr Mike Poole

Happy New Year!!! | hope everyone had a happy & safe
new year's celebration. We finished our 2005 membership
year with what may very well be an all time high. We are
showing 171 members with nine still unpaid. We're sorry,
but we must suspend the membership privileges of those
unpaid until such time that their dues are brought up to
date. This applies not only to just Post members, but also
to those members of the Men’s and Ladies auxiliaries that
are unpaid too. If you are or you know of a comrade,
brother or sister that needs help with paying their dues,
please contact the Commander or myself at the Post. The
“Poppy Fund” may be used for just this type of situation.

We have a busy January coming up. In place of our
monthly steak fry we will be having a spaghetti dinner on
Friday, January (lucky) 13" All you can eat spaghetti,
with your choice of meat ball or sausage sauce, salad, &
bread for only $7.00. You can't beat that. So come on out
for a fun evening of fine food and great comradeship. For
future reference, we will be going back to a steak fry in
February and then during March & April (Lent) we will be
having fish fries. Be sure to reserve the 2" Friday of each
month on your calendar for a great night out!

On Saturday, January 21°' we will be having a work party
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to spruce up the inside of our Post Home. You may end up
painting, putting up new ceiling tile, or just cleaning.
Whatever you might end up doing, we need your help. I'd
also like to remind you that there is still time to purchase a
bundle of ceiling tile. The cost is $35.00 a bundle (12-tile)
and entitles you to having a tile placed in the ceiling of the
Canteen honoring yourself or a loved one. (Please note, in
order to maintain a proper decorum, the Post reserves the
right to edit or censor any wording on tiles.)

Finally, on Sunday, February 5™ we will be holding our last
tailgate party of the season with one for the Super Bowl.
The party will start two hours before kickoff and we will
remain open for one hour after the end of the game. Hope
to see you there....

Junior Vice Cdr Dave Perdue

We have heard it all before --"Happy Holidays," "Seasons
Greetings" -- even "Merry Christmas.” Familiar phrases
which we have heard for years.

Over the years, Christmas for many, has been replaced by
vague feelings of joy, happiness, and the stress of a
chaotic shopping frenzy.

Let us take a minute and remember all the veterans and
people who this time of the year are grieving for loved ones
lost, or in a far away land fighting so we can celebrate this
most Holy of Times.

I Hope Your Holidays are Filled With Spirit and Cheer!
GO BUCKEYES!

Adjutant Michael Lamb

No doubt some of you noticed a discrepancy between the
membership numbers presented by the Commander and
the Senior Vice Commander. As Harry Truman said,
“There are three kinds of lies; there are lies, damned lies,
and statistics.” The total membership numbers could
depend on whether or not you counted unpaid members
for 2006 as well as when MEMSTATS was checked. On
Dec 31%, we had a larger number than on Jan 1%, when
unpaid members were dropped from the rolls and their
entrance keys deactivated.

That is correct, unpaid annual members are no longer
members of the VFW. You can reactivate your
membership by paying your dues, but you lose all seniority
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effective Jan 1%. Instead of receiving a 25 year pin next
year, you might receive a one year pin. Tough luck, you've
had plenty of warning.

Life Membership is an easy way to avoid any break in
seniority. The cost varies by age, but if the initial expense
poses problems the Post has a way to finance it for you,
and you can reimburse the Post back over the course of a
year. I'd strongly recommend taking advantage of this
program. We can also do it via credit card.

FOR THE NEW YEAR:

A lot of our “dream projects” are now in the works. New
ceiling tiles, painting the assembly room, photographs of
past Commanders (those that we can obtain) and a Life
Member plaque are in the operational stages, completion
depending upon final funding. The actual operational
improvements, such as expanding the office and restrooms
depend upon how fast we can fund these and how much
labor we can provide on our own. None of these projects
are going to happen overnight, but we can't stop dreaming
and working for our goals. We have some fund-raising
ventures in mind.

I'd strongly recommend that Officers and Members read
the By-Laws. Many discussions at our meetings are a
waste of time because these procedures and issues are
already covered. These are available on our web site, or
can be checked out from an Officer.

We've accomplished a lot in the past two years. The Post
is profitable, although far from rich. Everything is legal, our
activities have been boosted, and the operation is running
smoothly, if not yet perfectly. Let's keep the momentum!

COLOR GUARD:

Our 501(C)(3) is about two weeks away from reality. This
means we can have casino nights a few times a year as a
fund raiser.

Mike Poole and | have discussed each of us buying our
own jackets to wear over our sweaters at winter events and
funerals. The sweaters just aren’t enough to protect us in
very cold weather. The Post doesn’'t have the money to
pay for them, but the cost is $30.00 each and we will
provide the patches and sewing. They are sort of like the
“tanker” jackets the Army wore — nice looking, lined, and
warm enough with the sweaters to keep us mostly comfy
out in the freezing wind.
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Over the New Year’'s weekend, through various bowl game
activities, the Men’s Auxiliary and the Post raised $100.00
for the Buddy Poppy Fund.

Lady’s Auxiliary President Tammy Whitesed

There is not a lot to report this month, other than the
holiday season was successful and a lot of fun for all. I'd
like to remind everybody that if you haven’t paid your
annual dues, your card has been deactivated and you can't
enter the building until you are caught up.

Men’s Auxiliary — President Phil Whitesed

December is supposed to be a time for celebrating,
remembering, and hoping for a happy New Year. Let's do
that. We celebrate the good times- the Corn Roast, the
Memorial weekend Hog Roast, VFW Post 4931
Anniversary Day, and the many spontaneous parties.

We remember those whom we will see no more and miss
very much -Becky, Johnny Ray, Frenchie, Tommie Waugh,
and just recently Galen. For just a minute remember Galen.
He was a gentle man with niceness about him that you
could just feel. Pittsburgh vs. Cincinnati/Cleveland games
won't be the same without him.

The New Year offers us new opportunities to help with the
growth of the Post in new members as well as in improved
comradeship in the events we undertake. The New Year
offers us the chance to bring improvements to the Post,
new ideas for get-togethers, and hope that we will continue
to be a strong and vital unit in the community.

The next meeting will be January 12 at 7:00 pm. Please be
there.

[APS:

Galen Daihl
Dec 25, 2006
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