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Commander’s Call 
 

Commander Carl Price 
 

I’ve been sitting here wondering what to write about 
this month.  It finally came to me that we have so 
much to be thankful for this year and in the coming 
year.  We have new staff at the Canteen (drop in and 
get to know them).  We’ve accomplished so much 
this year and have so much more to accomplish.  
Those who haven’t paid their annual dues please get 
them end by December 31. 
 
We will be starting a building campaign to raise 
$50,000.00 to expand the offices, bathrooms, and 
hallway.  We have a separate fund for new ceiling 
tiles.  Donate the cost of a bundle of ceiling tiles and 
you will be able to put the name of a loved one or 
yourself on a plaque dedicated to those who have 
donated for the ceiling tiles.  The cost of a bundle of 
tiles will be $35.00 that will be 12 tiles or you can 
donate at the canteen.  These monies will be 
separate from the other funds. 
 
We need to do a complete painting of the interior, 
clean the walls, carpet, and keep up with the future.  
We’ve put close to $10,000.00 in the bank from the 
same time last year.  It’s not much; but, it’s a start.  
We’ve going to be having a spaghetti dinner in 
January so come on down with your bib and tucker.  
Hope to have spaghetti and meatballs along with a 
spaghetti and sausage sauce. 
 
Next Steak Fry will be the second Friday of February 
and we’ll be having fish fries during Lent.  March and 
April.   
 
I’ll be talking about legislation in the Service Officer 
section so I’ll bid you adieu and hope that you will be 
coming out to the Breakfast with Santa on December 
3, 2005 from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon.  Then all World 
War II Veterans need to be at the Post on December 
7, 2005 by 1:00 p.m. so we can go to Westland High 
School.  The Air Force Junior ROTC will be giving 
commemorative coins to World War II veterans.  
Hope we have a lot coming out. 

 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 

Post Service Officer – Carl Price 
 

I’ve been saying it for a lot of years.  “Veterans are 
just a pain in the butt and are only another group with 
their hand out to those in Congress.”  We’re told 
different when they want our votes; but, the overall 
impression is that any veterans’ benefits program is 
just a form of welfare appears to be the attitude; 
especially of the Chairman of the House Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee Steve Buyer (Republican Indiana).   
 
Chairman Buyer is attempting to prevent the 
Commanders-in-Chief of the Veteran Service 
Organizations from appearing before the full 
committee and presenting their organizations 
legislative agendas. 
 
Chairman Buyer is saying that the hearings take up 
the time of the Committee which would be better 
served in developing a budget for the Veterans’ 
Administration.  But, the Hearings are a way to 
present legislative ideas that are in many areas 
outside of the Department of Veterans’ Affairs.  The 
legislative agenda includes issues involving Veterans’ 
Employment within the Department of Labor; 
Homeless Programs within The Department of Health 
and Human Services; family housing within the 
Department of Defense and issues within the 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs.  Please contact your 
local Congressman and let them know that denying 
the Veteran Service Organizations the opportunity to 
speak before the Joint House and Senate Committee 
is a denial of the right that we earned in World War 
One, Two, Korea, Viet Nam, Bosnia, Uzbekistan, 
Afghanistan, Kuwait, Iraq, Korea, and many other 
areas. 
 
Chairman Buyer has attempted many times to 
redefine what a veteran is and it has never been to 
the benefit of the person who served.  Chairman 
Buyer has served over 20 years in the reserve; but, 
sometimes it must be asked what does he see that 
we don’t?  Are we beneath receiving the benefits 

Mail Call 
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which we earned?  Or is it that those benefits just 
cost too much?  I can go on for hours; but, I am 
closing now. 
 
Remember if you have a claim pending that it will 
most likely be denied on the first attempt so don’t 
give up and appeal.  See me about the appeal 
process. 
 

Senior Vice Cdr Mike Poole 
 

December is a busy month for the Post.  We have the 
Ladies Auxiliary “Christmas with Santa” for the little 
ones on Saturday, December 3rd.  On Saturday, the 
17th, we have the Post Christmas Party.  Happy hour 
with be from 6pm-7pm.  Admittance will cost $1.00 
per member, plus a canned good for the Ladies 
Auxiliary collection box, and you will be given two 
coupons good for the beverage of your choice.  You 
will need your membership cards for the drink 
coupons.   
 
The Men’s and Ladies Auxiliaries have decorated the 
Post home all up and there may be  other activities 
going on, so drop in often so as not to miss the fun.  
In addition, if Ohio State is playing in a Bowl Game 
there will be a tailgate party.  The Canteen will close 
at 6pm on Saturday the 24th and Sunday the 25th so 
that our employees may enjoy the holidays with their 
families.  We will be open with regular hours on 
Saturday the 31st for New Years Eve and Sunday 
January 1st, New Years Day.  There will be Kraut & 
Sausages for your enjoyment.  From Pat & I to you 
and yours, have a wonderful and safe holiday season 
and a happy New Year.   
 
There are still a few members out there that haven’t 
paid their 2006 dues, including the Ladies and Men’s 
Auxiliaries.  As of January 1st you will be considered 
in arrears and your membership privileges will be 
suspended, including your Canteen privileges, 
until they are paid.   
 
We would like to welcome our new members that 
were voted in at our November Post meeting:  John 
Chaney, Heidi Caridas, and William Briggs. 
 

Junior Vice Cdr Dave Perdue 
 

(no column submitted this month) 
 
 

Adjutant Michael Lamb 
 

Our membership has increased by about 112% so far 
this year, with more members expected to join before 
the end of the year.  Sometimes it gets difficult to 
identify the new faces around the Post or know to 
which organization one belongs.  A newbie might be 
a little shy and feel “outside” of a close group of 
people like our Post.  If you see a “stranger,” take the 
time to introduce yourself and make him or her feel 
welcome.  It takes a newbie awhile to match faces 
with names and learn what is going on – I know, I 
was there only about four years ago; and I still 
wonder exactly “who” is “who” when I pop in.  The 
names of the VFW members cross my desk, but I 
have to match a new name with a face.   
 
The military has a tradition of “Hail & Farewell” where 
officers gather monthly to meet incoming officers and 
say goodbye to those transferring out.  It’s a pretty 
good party, and a good way to establish contacts and 
know who you will be dealing with.  While we don’t 
want any “farewells,” it might be nice to have a “Hail 
Newbie” gathering – perhaps on the night of our 
Steak Fry.  Just a thought. 
 
Let’s everyone try to have a safe holiday season, 
especially without any court appearances.  Nobody 
can be happy if something bad happens to any of us; 
please be careful. 
 
Lady’s Auxiliary Sec. Sharon Armentrout 
 
Well, here we are at another year's end !   
  
We will have our potluck and gift exchange at our 
Dec. 15th meeting.  Please try to attend.  All you 
need to bring is a covered dish and a small gift.  We 
will draw names for the exchange.  Meat will be 
provided by the Auxiliary.  Mark your calendar so you 
won't forget.  Look forward to seeing all of you there. 
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The Ladies Auxiliary will also be hosting a luncheon 
for the Veterans of Group Homes on Dec. 7th from 
11 AM - 2PM. 
 
Please contact Linda Dietz @ the Post if you would 
like to help with the food, serving and/or 
entertainment. 
  
Sarah Baker was nominated for the position of 
Chaplain and has accepted.  She also provided 
information about free legal services for active Vets 
through the Columbus Bar Association.  Please 
contact her at the Post for more information. 
  
Our monthly drawing of $255 was not hit.  Pat Poole's 
name was drawn, but she was not able to attend due 
to illness. 
 
Sorry, Pat.  Hope you are better by now. 
 
There is a movement being made across the country 
to have everyone wear something RED on Fridays 
in support of our troops until they all come home.   
 
We are collecting canned goods to support a needy 
family and for the Lutheran Social Services food 
pantry.  There is a collection box in the Canteen.  
Please share your bounty with someone less 
fortunate than you.  We are also collecting labels 
from Campbell’s food products, which include Franco 
American & Prego cans.  Please drop them off at the 
Canteen.   
 
Ladies Aux member Linda Deitz is collecting coats for 
the Veterans Clothes Closet.  Please drop them off at 
the Post or contact Linda for more details. 
 
I wish you all the Happiest of Holidays! 
 

 
Men’s Auxiliary – Secretary Art Cafarelli 

 
It is with great regret we report to you that John 
Orahood has died. "Johnny Ray" was a terrific man 
and one of our biggest supporters. We'll miss him.  
  

On a more mundane subject, dues need to be in by 
Dec. 31. Please don't wait until the last minute to 
send them in. "Bear" - our treasurer gets a little 
"testy" when he has to do all that paperwork at one 
time. We don't want that!  
  
The Ladies Aux. will be conducting their breakfast 
with Santa on Dec. 3. It's a great event. For $5, your 
child, grandchild, whatever, gets their picture taken 
with Santa, all of the pancakes and juice they can eat 
AND a gift. Please make sure you contact one of the 
members to sign up for the event. 

 
 
 

TAPS: 
 

Norman “Frenchy” Evans 
 

Johnny Ray Orahood 

 
 

Upcoming: 
 

Dec 7th – Veterans 
Luncheon/Pearl Harbor Day 

 
Dec 17th, Post Xmas Party 
Dec 31st, New Years Eve 
Jan 1st, Sausage & Kraut 

Jan 2nd, OSU v. Notre Dame 


