Hilliard Memorial Post 4931

Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States

Commander’s Call

Commander Carl Price

The Assembly Hall is almost complete. Chuck
Vermillion, Jim Long, Marvin Caudill, Jim Simpson,
and Dave Perdue spent many a long hour in there
with a paint brush, saws, stain, and polyurethane.
The change is dramatic. The hall is lighter, looks
larger, and more hospitable. We have the hall
scheduled for rental for a minimum of ten week-ends
the next few months.

That means that we have to have a number
of volunteers to help clean it up after the events
because we have it permanently rented for Sundays
for the future with the Bethel Baptist Church.

We also are supporting the Point Man
International Ministries of Central Ohio. This
organization is faith based and is veterans’ helping
veterans. See the flyers in the Post.

Loyalty Day is coming up. Let’s get together
and have a program for this.

Nominations for Officers occurred at the last
meeting. Elections will be on April 27 at 7:00 pm or
1900 hours. There are two positions that will be
contested.

Most Posts and a lot of the members who
don’t come to meetings always wonder why the
election of officers is often unopposed. This is
because officers do a thing called “Working the
Chairs.” The Working of the Chairs teaches an
officer of how a Post is run. The running of a Post is
not just the holding of meetings; but, it requires
knowledge of the physical running of a Post home,
the canteen, how the payroll is done, the
requirements for running a million dollar business.
The holding of an office is not just coming in because
you are friends with those who come into the canteen
every night. It is a responsibility for running an
operation that is larger than believed. Normally
opposition happens when someone gets their nose
out of joint and/or is exhibiting what is warned about
in the opening of meetings. It says in the opening
ceremonies “Do not let petty jealousies or trivial
personalities influence our deliberations. Let us
uphold always the obligations of unselfish
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comradeship and loyalty to our organization....”

The officers who have held offices have been
shown to have leadership qualities and their
unquestioned devotion to the “VFW.” This leadership
team has spent hundreds and thousands of hours in
volunteer work maintaining the Post for nothing other
than an overused phrase “Comradeship” and concern
for their fellow veterans.

The Post has done a lot under the current
leadership team. We have a lot left to do. The VA
Group Home initiative brought about by the Ladies
Auxiliary’s Linda Deitz is a feather in the cap of the
Ladies Auxiliary and the VFW Post. This effort is a
partnership that benefits everyone.

The 140 members who don’t come to the
Post on a regular basis need to come to the April
meeting. The Post received a National VFW Award
for Outstanding Community Service for Program Year
2004-05 under the officers. The Post is being
nominated for the Department Award for 2005-06.
Come on down to the Post and ask to see the scrap
book of what has been done during the past year.
You'll be amazed.

I am running for Commander again because
we have just a year left in the reorganization of the
operations of the Post. This has been on-going for
two years. The final accountability pieces will be
completed by this time next year.

If you have an employer who hires veterans

please let us know so they can be nominated for the
Department Award recognizing those employers.
We hope you come to the Anniversary Dinner on
April 15, 2006. It is the night before Easter. The
hospitality hour is 1800 hours or 6:00 p.m.; Dinner at
1900 hours or 7:00 p.m. and ceremonies at 2000
hours or 8:00 p.m. and then on into the night.

Post Service Officer — Carl Price

Did you see Fox and Friends on March 24"?
They interviewed a veteran who twisted his ankle
while in Iraqg. The veteran was still in the
Reserve/Guard and was cleared to return to Iraq for
combat duty. What's so strange about that and why
is it newsworthy?

Its because the veteran was denied
employment with the United States Postal Service

Dave Perdue - Jr. V. Commander. .Joshua Sebourn —

Quartermaster.. Mike Lamb - Adjutant.. Mick McFarland - Judge Advocate .. Dick Stouffer — Surgeon..Jim Deitz - Chaplain



Hilliard Memorial Post 4931

Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States

(USPS). The USPS said that the veteran would not
be able to perform the duties of a Postal Carrier and
encouraged the veteran to try employment with in
another job with the USPS.

This brought about memories of the failure of
the Federal Government to provide employment to
qualified veterans’ and disabled veterans’ for a
number of reasons including the fact that their current
disability might affect the veteran or fellow employees
somewhere in the far future. | have seen the
language.

Guess what. The Federal Agencies get
away with it because of the future effects of a current
disability may be considered in employment.
Regardless of the fact that the veteran is fully
gualified to perform the job now.

| personally believe that the failure to employ
veterans’ into Federal Agencies is based upon the
possible effects of a Reduction-In-Force (RIF) on
non-veteran employees.

| have seen what is called designer RIFs
which allowed veterans’ to be manipulated into
positions where there was not a job into which they
could move in a RIF. | have seen non-veterans’
reclassified into positions which protected them from
being bumped by a veteran. A mere six or twelve
month before most of these non-veterans worked
along side and in the same classification as the
veterans.

This was done in order to protect non-
veterans. Those in charge of the RIF said in public
that veterans’ didn't have any special rights. Some
said in private that they just wish that all of the
veterans would just disappear.

The Office of Personnel Management (OPM)
the Agency that is charged with training selecting
officials on employment have classes in which they
train selecting officials and managers how to by-pass
a ‘“Certification” list in order to “get the best
employee” for the position.

The problem is that studies show that cert
lists are usually by-passed only when veterans are at
the top of the list and are “Stoppers.” Selecting
officials in most of these instances go for an
“Excepted Appointment” where veterans’ preference
is not required. It's legal.

Many officials are also worried about the
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affects of combat on veterans. It is in the news now
that most of the military personnel in Iraq are or will
suffer from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).
This has a built in factor of “Are these
potential Federal employers afraid that the veteran
will go “Postal.”
This is one of our next fights in employment in the
Federal government. Another thing is that many
agencies will tell you that they hired a large
percentage of disabled veterans’ during the past
year. What they forget to tell you is that these
veterans’ don’t go beyond the probationary period or
that they are in a “Not to Exceed One Year” (NTE)
appointment and aren’t retained beyond a year.
These employees have no benefits of retirement or of
Federal employment.

Senior Vice Cdr pro tem Dave Perdue

| would like to thank all the volunteers who
helped in finishing the ceiling tile, painting and
installing the new baseboard and crown molding
in the banquet room.

A the House committee meeting it was decided the
name tiles behind the bar will be reserved for Past
commanders and veterans that have been awarded
high metal, such as the silver or bronze star. We are
looking into having a video game put in the canteen
which has Texas Hold-em poker and Golf. The post
will receive half of the moneys from the game. We
are trying to get the PA system in the banquet room
fixed before the anniversary dinner. We are looking
into having a mural painted on the back wall on the
banquet room. | have left a message with the Hilliard
High Schools to have the principals call me to see if
their art departments would be willing to take this on
as an art project.

The Men’s Auxiliary will be having the annual Hog
Roast on 5/28/2006. They will also be having there
annual Golf Outing on July 15". The cost is $60. per
person, with more details to follow in upcoming
newsletters.

To update everyone as to when more Bingo tickets
will be put out, here we go. We are waiting on the
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electrician to run electric to the old entrance so we
can move the cooler from the office. Once the cooler
is moved, then the cabinet that the ticket bens go in
will be moved into the office for security reasons. We
called and left a message for the electrician today
(March 24”‘) to find out when he is going to start the
job.

This months FISH FRY will be on April 7th. It will be
all you can eat, with salad bar and desert. The price
is $7.00 for members and $8.00 for non-members.
| would like to invite everyone who is available that
night to come and enjoy a good Fish dinner and help
in any way you can. We will need people to help
deep fry the fish, wash dishes, and cleanup.

Lastly, Mark Saturday April 15" on your calendars for
the Post Anniversary Dinner.

Adjutant Michael Lamb

| really lucked out this month; not too much space to
fill This is just too cool! Nothing is scheduled for the
Honor Guard this month except for the Anniversary
Banquet.

We have the elections coming up at the April
meeting. The contested positions are for
Commander and Sr. Vice Commander. Please
attend and cast your ballot for the ones you think best
qualified and experienced to lead our operation for
the next year.

Since warm weather is almost here, attitudes will be
getting better and more social activities will occur.
Not everything has been scheduled or planned as of
yet, but golfing, fishing, horseshoes, and having fun
is usually anticipated. The annual “Bartender Bikini
Contest” will be, as usual, on April 1%,

Lady’s Auxiliary President Tammy Whitesed

No column submitted for this month.
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Men’s Auxiliary — President Phil Whitesed

Well, it happened again. Yep, Hank Gall won the
Parton pool tournament!. Congratulations!! If you
weren't there, you missed a great party. Second
place went to John Raulston who has really
developed his pool game over the winter. Third place
went to Gary Bryant. Again, congratulations to all.
The next tournament will be held in Sept. Please plan
to be there. Even if you don't play, it's fun. We'll set
the date and fill you in on the details in a later
newsletter.

Our elections will be held at the April meeting. As of
now the nominations are - Phil Whitesed-Pres.; Bob
Sheppard- Senior Vice (and Golf Chairman), Lonny
Ross- Jr. Vice;Ron (Bear)Abert - Treas.; Art Cafarelli-
Sec; Wayne Caudill - 3 Yr Tr.; Ed Mossa- 2 Yr Tr,;
Todd Karl- 1 YrTr. (and Executive Chef); Jeff
Lindimore- Chaplain; Gary Bryant- Sgt. at Arms, Les
Horn- Asst. Sgt. at Arms, Varmit- Assistant to the
Assistant Sgt at Arms.

Tom Maxwell is recovering nicely from his operations
and we expect to see him back in Ohio before too
long. It will be nice to have him and Liz back. We
miss them.

This is a note we've been asked to pass along. If you
bring food into the Post, it must be for everybody’s
consumption. When we have parties, we do that now.
If you just want something to eat, the kitchen is
open and we have a pretty good menu. That was a
message from the Commander.

April 7" — Fish Fry

$7.00 members
$8.00 non-members
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